CORRESPONDENCE  OF
JONATHAN   SWIFT

I. [Original?]
SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE TO SIR ROBERT SOUTHWELL

SIR,2

I WAS lately acquainted by Mr. Hanbury3 with the
favour of your remembrance and enquiries after me and
my family, by which we are all obliged, and return you all
our wishes for your good health and good fortunes which
way soever you turn them. This afternoon I hear, though
by a common hand, that you are going over into Ireland,
Secretary of State for that kingdom,4 upon which I venture

1  This letter, which, was formerly in the possession of Mr. John
Young, of Vanbrugh Fields, Blackheath, is now in the Forster Collec-
tion, No. 560.  It was first printed by Peter Cunningham in his edition
of Johnson's " Lives of the English Poets."

2  When this letter was written. Swift had been for a year a member
of Sir William Temple's household.   See Mr. Lecky's admirable out-
line of Temple's life, "Prose Works,53 i, xv.

3  Probably William Hanbury, of Little Marcle, in Herefordshire,
who married a great-granddaughter of Sir Robert Cotton, and was
sometime Keeper of the Cottonian Library.   See "D. N. B.," xii, 314,
and Duncumb's " Hist, of County of Hereford," continuation by the
Rev. M. G. Watkins, p. 113.    There are letters from Hanbury to
Harley and Humphrey Wanley in the British Museum.

4  Sir Robert Southwell, whose descendant now holds the de Clifford
barony, was Clerk of the Privy Council when Temple's scheme for its
reconstruction was adopted, and had been previously employed as an
envoy to Portugal and Flanders.   He attained to some distinction as
a diplomatist, as well as on five occasions to the presidency of the
Royal Society, and was considered by his contemporaries, especially
by the great Duke of Ormond, a man of singular discernment, prud-
ence, and ability.   Only for a delicate constitution Southwell would
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